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PUBLIC TRANSPORT AUTHORITY — COMPULSORY LAND ACQUISITION — HIGH WYCOMBE 
966. Ms R. SAFFIOTI to the Minister for Transport: 
I refer to a meeting the minister had with High Wycombe landowners in September during which he gave a 
commitment to a number of landowners, including Chris and Tina Sheehan, to personally take up their issues 
and follow them up personally. 

(1) Why was the next time that the minister contacted the Sheehans by letter to inform them that he was 
going to take their family home and business premises by 31 January? 

(2) Why is the minister taking their house and business premises for a car park although there is still 
uncertainty about where that car park location will be? 

(3) Will the minister reverse his decision to take their property and sit down with the family to develop a 
plan for their future? 

Mr D.C. NALDER replied: 

(1)–(3) I am pleased I was asked this question because I would like to set the record very straight. I would like 
to understand what the shadow minister has done to find out about the facts on this matter. I did meet 
with a number of landowners out in High Wycombe–Forrestfield regarding their land tenure and I did 
say that I would take up their matters personally and keep an eye out. There were two landowners who 
were very concerned about the continuity of their business. I instructed both the Public Transport 
Authority and Main Roads to explore other land that we may have in our possession so that we could do 
a land swap with these landowners. We worked through that process and I was involved in this behind 
the scenes all the time. Let me set the record straight. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! Member for Mandurah, I call you to order for the first time. Member for 
West Swan, you have asked a question; let the minister answer the question. 

Mr D.C. NALDER: Thank you, Mr Speaker. Land was found close to Leach Highway but the owners did not 
wish to take up that land; they wished to go down the negotiation path. Let us have a look at this. The block of 
land in question is 1 451 square metres and it was purchased in June 2012 for $730 000. In November 2014, they 
were offered $1 045 000 for it, which is 10 per cent above the current valuation. 

Mr P. Papalia interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Warnbro, I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr D.C. NALDER: If members opposite are going to make accusations and personal assertions about me in the 
media and on radio, which they did last night, and if the member is going to stand in this house and say that I 
have not been personally involved in this matter — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for West Swan, I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr D.C. NALDER: Thank you, Mr Speaker. Twelve months ago — 

Mr D.J. Kelly interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Bassendean, I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr D.C. NALDER: Thank you, Mr Speaker. An offer was made 12 months ago, and that was declined. It was 
more than 40 per cent above what they paid two years earlier. It is said these days that land valuations are falling. 
Under the act, the 2013 valuation will be used. If the landowners are not happy with that, they can get another 
valuation done and we will pay for that valuation. They have been offered that and they have chosen not to take 
that up. Instead, the landowners have made a claim that is around seven times higher than the offer that we made. 
I can assure members that we are working with the landowners to make sure that they get a fair valuation and we 
do it properly. We are spending taxpayers’ money, and the member cannot tell me that a block of land out at 
High Wycombe — 

Ms R. Saffioti interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for West Swan, I call you to order for the second time. 

Mr D.C. NALDER: The member cannot tell me that a block of land out at High Wycombe is worth double the 
amount than for a vacant block in Cottesloe. I cannot take it seriously if the member tells me that. We are not 
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buying businesses; we are there to compensate the landowners for the land. We will not only do that, but also 
pay the full relocation costs and cover them for stamp duty on the next property that they purchase. We are being 
fair and reasonable. We will pay 10 per cent above the valuation and we have been working with the landowners 
on this matter for well over a year. 

Mr P. Papalia interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Warnbro, I call you to order for the second time. 

Mr D.C. NALDER: It is fictitious to say that we are not working closely with these people. We are working 
very closely with them and I am fully across every landowner who is in that area. That is why I know the details 
of what they purchased the block for, what offers have been made to them, and what claims they are making on 
the government. If it is unrealistic, we are not going to accept it. I can assure members, as representatives of the 
broader community, that in spending taxpayers’ money, we will do what is fair, right and reasonable. 

There is no uncertainty whatsoever about this car park. The government has a made a commitment to the 
community to build 2 500 car parking bays. The Shire of Kalamunda would like to do longer-term plans in a 
different direction. The government has been very clear about what it is doing, and it is purchasing this land. It 
will treat every person out there with respect and fairness, but if people go out to create a public fight on the 
matter and become a public nuisance, I will put the facts on the record, which is what I am doing right here. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr D.C. NALDER: This government is taking responsible action to ensure — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Victoria Park, I call you to order for the first time. Minister, wind it up, please. 

Mr D.C. NALDER: This government is taking responsible action to deliver a great infrastructure project for 
Western Australia. We will treat everybody—every individual who is affected personally—with respect, care 
and concern, and ensure that they get appropriate value for their land. 
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